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Hi everyone,

What a year 2020 has been, curfews, lockdowns, school closures, learning from
home and zoom meetings. Finally this year comes to an end amidst a period of
what many describe as our new “normal”.
The thoughts of our school community are certainly with the many people who
experienced extraordinary hardship during 2020.
Thank you to everyone in our College Community for their resilience and
cooperation throughout 2020. I acknowledge that individual families had
different experiences during the school closure periods and everyone can be
very proud of their achievements.
Congratulation to all of our students for their achievements during the year,
particularly our graduating students who finally had the go ahead to celebrate
their achievements at Peninsula Specialist College with their parents.
A big ‘Thank You’ to all of our fantastic staff for being so flexible, professional,
dedicated and supportive during the year.
I am looking forward to welcoming you all back for a fresh start in 2021.

Take care and be safe
Peter

through difficult times.

This year (due to Covid-19 restrictions) we can’t collect or distribute food, so we’re planning to give local

Donation / Banking enquiries: Linda@newpeninsula.com.au
Administration enquiries:

SCHOOL-WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT
School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) = Positive Behaviour Support (PBS)

BE A LEARNER

BE RESPECTFUL

BE SAFE

BE RESPONSIBLE

At Peninsula Specialist College we encourage, model and reward positive behaviour. We
have clearly defined expected behaviours outlined in our school matrix with 4 school values:
Be a Learner, Be Respectful, Be Safe and Be Responsible.
Well done to our students for demonstrating safe, responsible and respectful behaviours
when returning to on-site learning this term.

BE A LEARNER

BE RESPONSIBLE
TURN THE TAPS OFF

BE RESPECTFUL

MANAGE MY ENGINE
SPEED

TAKE TURNS AND SHARE

BE SAFE USE EQUIPMENT CORRECTLY

Class 8 have had a fabulous return to
onsite learning. It has been wonderful to
see how quickly students have settled
back into the school routine and have
been enjoying interacting with their peers.

CLASS 8

The Spring weather has
meant time for sowing seeds,
transplanting, watering and
exploring in the garden.

We celebrated NAIDOC week and the
students have enjoyed creating Indigenous
inspired artworks.

CLASS 1 & 2 have spent Semester 2 in
the sunshine with weekly bushwalks and
an extra outdoor exercise program.
We have enjoyed being back at school.

Womindjeka from
Class 6.

2020 has been a great, yet challenging year for not only those in Class 6,
but for all students and staff across the board. We have been very proud
of all of our students in their efforts, persistence and resilience during
Remote Learning, and how well they have settled back into class in
Term 4.
I would also like to say a big “Thank-You!” to all our parents who have
been so supportive during this unprecedented time. Term 4 has seen a
farewell to Gage (we wish him all the very best at his new school), a big
welcome to Chloe (who has come from interstate) and welcome back to
Jensen.
We wish you all the happiest of Christmas’, and all the very best for the
New Year. Take care!

From all in Class 6.
Lincoln, Noah,
Summer, Declan,
Freddie, Chloe,
Logan, William,
Jensen, Jackson and
Blake.
Beth-Lynn, India,

Kayne is Kicking

Banjo is Balancing

Patrick and Arthur
Lachlan is Laughing

are Getting Along

Alliteration with CLASS 5
What a great time we have had in Class 5 this year! The boys have
been working very hard since returning to school in Term 4. They
have been very busy learning letters and sounds, practicing their
counting and adding, learning to tell the time and to identify shapes
around them. They have also been learning all about ‘getting along’
and how to manage their ‘engine speed’. The staff - Sharon,
Heather, Donna and Christine - are all very proud of how much the
boys have learned this year.

This semester has seen a lot of challenges and differences to PE for students and
teachers alike. Term 3 saw PE go online, with Senior students completing
stretching, ball skills and exercises through Webex. The sessions were also a
chance to interact with other students and talk about how they were coping during
isolation. Along with these PE classes, Friday Dance was also a huge hit, with
students rocking out and letting some of their stresses go for a fun hour. Thank you
to over 30 students who participated in these sessions, I know that I gained a lot
personally from seeing your smiling faces each week.
The return to school in Term 4 also meant a return to all outdoor PE classes. Due
to the closure of the hall, students have completed sports such as Rugby, Handball,
Hockey and Cricket in the fresh air. Students have all done a terrific job in always
participating in classes no matter whether it is hot, cold, windy or even briefly
raining. The commitment to classes has been great to see, even when conditions
are challenging and not ideal. The level of skill improvement, sportspersonship and
achievement of every student has been extremely positive and something I’m
really proud of.
A special thank you to Class 6 and 7, ES staff and other teachers who have helped
me with completing my VIT Research Project. It provided me with some great data
and hopefully produces even higher quality PE classes into next year.
We have had a great year in PE this year despite all of the obstacles that stood in
the way. I hope for all students we have an even better year in 2021 with the return
of interschool sports, carnival days and camps, making up for some of the
missedfun and opportunities.
Ryan O’Donnell – Physical Education Teacher

This Semester class 10 have been
combining Numeracy and Art in an
integrated way. We have been using match sticks to create 2D
shapes. We then turned them into shape creatures. We also
made a chart that told us how many match sticks you’d need to
create a creature that had 3 triangles and four squares.
Our 100’s chart helped us complete this activity.

We have had so much fun being back at school in class 4.
We have enjoyed learning about the garden and the insects
that live there. We have also had so much fun being able to
learn more about social skills and how to play together.

Class 9 have been practising
their measuring skills in Term
4 and playing numeracy
games together increasing our
ability to work in a group.

I.C.T
P.SP.S.C

Hospitality students have completed
all assessments for 2020 and are
awaiting their results from Advance
College. In the remaining Hospitality
sessions students are learning cake
decorating techniques and are working
towards making 4 decorated cupcakes
to take home after their hospitality
graduation on 2nd December.
Well done and congratulations.

Every year Peninsula Specialist College has the opportunity to
nominate two students from our VCAL program for the
nomination of the Frankston and Mornington Peninsula VCAL
Awards 2020. The successful nominees were Bella Potter for the
excellence award and Amy Campbell for the encouragement
award. Both students demonstrated amazing commitment and
dedication to their education whilst persevering through the
challenge of remote learning. This year's VCAL awards were held
remotely at school due to the pandemic, well done girls.

BEEP TEST

Class 16 at work
Although we’ve had an interrupted year
of learning we still have managed to
complete some of our amazing school
programs.

Class 15

Work Related Skills Unit 2
This year in WRS Unit 2, we worked very hard. After brainstorming
ideas for our project, we decided to hold a mini market. We agreed
to have 3 stalls – cookies, smoothies and popcorn.
We made lists of the steps we needed to carry out the activity. We
also identified possible risks and solutions.
After all our planning, Covid 19 came and put an end to our plans.
Once again, we had to decide on an alternative idea that fitted in
with health restrictions.
After returning to school, we agreed to make dog and cat treats
instead to sell to staff members.
Planning for this activity involved finding recipes, listing ingredients,
writing a costing sheet and designing fliers and order forms. We also
made tags and collected orders.
We spent 2 sessions in the kitchen baking the dog and cat treats.
When they cooled down, we bagged up the treats and distributed
them to staff.
We ended up making 47 bags of dog treats and 11 bags of cat treats.
This amounted to 235 dog biscuits and 55 cat treats baked.
We sold the bags of treats for $2.50 each. We made $145.00 from
sales.
Thank you to all staff who supported our project by purchasing some
treats. We hope your furry friends enjoyed the delicious treats!
Jaden, Joel, Mia and Maddie

In Class 3 this Semester we have been engaged in developmental play.
We have been working together to build train tracks, buildings, marble runs and
houses for our dinosaurs to live in. We have been practicing to take turns, wait
and share through a variety of group games such as Build a Beetle and Spotty
Dino.
We have been exploring the author, Julia Donaldson in class and have enjoyed
listening to stories such as The Gruffalo, Room on the Broom, The Highway Rat
and Stickman. We have had fun creating the characters from these stories and
making stick puppets to help us act out the story line.
We also welcomed a new friend Max into Class 3 this Term and we enjoy riding
the bikes and building puzzles with Max.

CLASS 3

THERAPY TEAM NEWS
This year the therapy team welcomed Speech Pathologist, Sarah Mitchell and
Occupational Therapist, Natasha Huggins. With their introduction, the team has
continued to support the students with physical needs, regulation and
communication. Here’s some of the exciting items from the PSC Therapy Team….
-The Social Thinking Program
-The Engine Program
- The Communication Working Group
-New all ability bikes
-New equipment – alternative seating, Kloudsac
-CPen’s

Class 7
This semester in Class 7 we have been exploring our
local environment and learning about sustainability.
Class 7 have really enjoyed being out and about in
nature learning and discovering all the fun and
interesting things that our local surroundings have
to offer!

Pond Dipping!
Class 11 have been investigating pond life and taking a really
close look at all the creatures they find.
We visited a seasonal pond near our school and took a closer
look using magnifying glasses.
We found diving beetles, seed shrimp, heaps of tadpoles,
mosquito larvae, diving beetle larvae and little red worms.
The water was teeming with life.
We took some tadpoles back to class and have carefully
observed them changing and growing legs over the past few
weeks.
This week was very exciting as we released our first froglet
back into the wild!

